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EDITORIAL
Perhaps the war has not changed the fundamental aspects of

human thinking as much as optimistic or
THE CLASSICS pessimistic writers of fiction would have us

believe, but it has certainly encouraged
many people to take account of stock and has made them less
tolerant of and complacent with traditional practices. There is a
tendency to examine all values anew, and to inquire what each
course of action contributes to the sum of human welfare. The
failure of the Students' Army Training Corps movement (for it
seems pretty generally acknowledged to have been a failure) may
have been due to the impossible and unwarranted demands made
upon the colleges, but it has afforded the critics of the old time
methods and course of study, whether within or without the college,
opportunity for renewed and effective attacks upon the uselessness
and inanity of much traditional college work. These the colleges,
made doubly sensitive by the increased cost of living and by de-
pleted incomes, have keenly felt, and there are many indications
of a distinct effort to meet popular demands. Even before the
war there was a growing skepticism as to the educational value of
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requiring Latin and Greek of all candidates for the bachelor of arts
degree, and in most institutions Greek had already slipped into
the position of an elective. Since the war this movement seems
to have been accelerated, and the announcements of some of our
most conservative colleges this spring show a noteworthy reduction
in the requirements of the classics and mathematics. For example,
Princeton has definitely abolished the requirement of Greek for
either entrance or graduation, and has reduced the requirement of
Latin to one year during the college course. Yale has made it
possible to enter the university without any Latin at all, and has
removed many of the advanced mathematics requirements for en-
trance to the Sheffield Scientific School. This moves an editorial
writer in the New York Times'to bewail the "notable advance of
the movement for dehumanizing the humanities and deliberalizing
the liberal arts," and leads the noted English classical scholar,
Gilbert Murray, into an error of exaggeration. Writing to the
London Times, he says: "A few months ago a strange and desolat-
ing portent occurred. All the American universities at one blow
abolished Latin as a necessary subject for the arts degree. Pre-
sumably Latin will soon be as moribund as Greek in America."

While one is moved to smile at the idea of American universities
being sufficiently united to do anything "at one blow," it is evident
that the defenders of the vested rights of the classics to a monopoly
of liberal education "have reason to be alarmed. This alarm has
resulted in the organization of the American Classical League and
a plan for an aggressive campaign for the defense of classical learn-
ing. Let us hope that some of these champions of the classics may
be induced by their ardor for the cause to make statistical and
experimental studies on the processes involved in learning Latin
and Greek, that the store of our knowledge in educational psychology
may be enriched. Perhaps they may succeed in showing us what
there is in the technical study of Latin vocabulary and sentence
structure that is so remarkably liberalizing and humanizing. In
the meantime let us press on in our efforts to work out in secondary
schools and colleges a series of broadly liberal courses of study
that will offer to each pupil the opportunity to come into contact
with the biological, social and political history of the race (including
the contributions of the Greeks and the Romans), and will give
him training in applying this knowledge to contemporary problems.

J. C. B.


